
City of Arkansas City 

Beautification and Tree Advisory Board 

6/22/2017 Agenda 

 

Regular meeting scheduled for 12 p.m. Thursday, June 22, 2017, in the City Manager’s Office at City Hall. 

 

Roll Call:  Board Members   Staff Members 

   Bob Foster    Katie Coble     

   Richard Humphrey   Nick Hernandez    

   Peggy Soule    Andrew Lawson  

   Candace Stephens   Tamara Niles   

   Jill Wineinger    Tony Tapia   

 

1. Approve minutes of the May 25, 2017, regular meeting. 

 

2. Budget Discussion for 2018: 

               

                

 

3. Fall Cleanup Day (October 14, 2017?): 

               

                

 

4. Lawnmower Checkout / Sacred Heart Cleanup: 

               

                

 

5. Lion Statue Dedication Report: 

               

                

 

6. Master Plan Committees Update: 

               

                

 

7. Nelson Sensation Award for June: 

                

 

8. Yard of the Season / Good Neighbor Awards: 

                

 

9. Other Miscellaneous Items: 

                

 

Adjourn 



 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10154953869683744&set=a.10150203640788744.331864.512023743&type=3


Arkansas City Beautification and Tree Advisory Board 

5/25/2017 Minutes 

 

A regular meeting was held Thursday, May 25, 2017, in the City Manager’s Office at City Hall. Meeting called to order at 12:01 p.m. 

 

Roll Call:  Board Members     Staff Members 

   Bob Foster     Katie Coble     

   Richard Humphrey    Nick Hernandez   

Peggy Soule     Andrew Lawson     

   Candace Stephens    Tamara Niles   

   Jill Wineinger     Tony Tapia   

 

1. Approve April 13 Meeting Minutes: 

Richard moved to approve the minutes of the April 13 special meeting. Jill seconded the motion, which was approved 3-0. 

 

Andrew noted that the City Commission added a cap on Catalpa Park matching funds of up to $5,000 in the first year of 

adoption. The Board discussed possibly making that a permanent feature of future adoption agreements, at least in most cases. 

 

2. Arbor Day Event Report: 

Once again, Andrew reported, turnout was not very good for this event despite very pleasant weather. That has been an 

ongoing problem with the free movies and other public events this year. Charlie’s PizzaTaco did pretty good business, though.  

 

The Board discussed doing it every year and trying to grow it by staying consistent. The musical entertainment was pretty 

good for such short notice. The tree planting was botched and the tree shouldn’t have been planted prior to the ceremony. 

 

Richard said the City needs to use its boards better and the early planting shouldn’t have occurred. Andrew said it was an error. 

 

Andrew said much of the new tree planting in Wilson Park can’t occur for another year or two due to construction site 

disturbances. Gottlob Lawn & Landscape is very eager to do business with the City on this project and provide those trees. 

 

3. Fall Cleanup Day (October 14, 2017?): 

Andrew said he is waiting for more information from the Arkalalah Executive Committee on the scheduling for October. 

 

The Board is set on having the event at least two weeks prior to Arkalalah. Andrew mentioned the map of 14 cleanup zones 

throughout Arkansas City. The Board discussed each member captaining a zone, doing 6-7 of them in fall and 6-7 in spring. 

 

Jill suggested that each board member should be in charge of finding 1-2 volunteer groups to clean up in his or her zone(s). 

 

Richard asked for the map of cleanup zones to be included in the next Board agenda packet so the Board can discuss it more. 

 

He also asked if the date could be locked in so the Board can start scheduling. Andrew said he would talk to Arkalalah folks. 

 

Jill mentioned the idea of a biscuits-and-gravy breakfast, and asked again if the Board could provide grabbers and gloves. 

 

4. 2018 Board Budget Discussion: 

That kicked off a discussion over whether the Board would like to make a budget request for 2018, so it could buy grabbers. 

 

Andrew mentioned the $1,000 for neighborhood cleanup was being removed from the external agencies items, but that 

money could be transferred into the General Fund as part of an overall budget for the Board. He asked for some numbers. 

 

Andrew reminded the Board that they can ask for anything, but nothing is guaranteed because of the property tax lid. 

 

Jill suggested a budget of around $7,000, with $1,000 going to each cleanup day event, $800 to Arbor Day, $300 to a movie 

sponsorship, $600 for food, $150 for sign maintenance and $1,000 to $2,000 in miscellaneous expenses such as trees. 

 

Andrew said he would type it up and submit it to Nick for consideration to go before the City Commission as a starting point. 

 



5. Lion Statue Dedication Update: 

Andrew said the lion statue dedication ceremony will be at 5 p.m. June 17 in Paris Park, followed by their Inter-City Picnic. 

 

The Board members were all invited to attend the ceremony. Several city commissioners also are expected to attend the event. 

 

The concrete cost less than expected (about $170 each for the City and the Early Bird Lions Club). The sealant was applied. 

 

6. Master Plan Committees Update: 

Andrew said anyone who wants to be involved in playground design needed to let him know because one possible designer 

would be in town that night and the next day. Both Candace and Jill said they would be interested in participating on May 26. 

 

The Fundraising Committee will be launched later in June or July, followed by the Splash Pad Design Committee, most likely. 

 

Andrew passed out several playground design materials for the Board to look at. Everyone was pretty excited about the 

possibilities, including inclusive design, theming, research ventures and sensory devices. One suggestion is to berm up one 

side of the playground so the elevation can eliminate two ramps and start out at 2 feet high, coming off the parking lot. 

 

The decision about surfacing will be made by the committee. Andrew also mentioned the decommissioning of the two 

remaining tennis courts and suggested that the committee will have to look at whether to remove them and expand the site. 

 

Andrew said the playground design is being fast-tracked because there is a large grant opportunity available in November. A 

group is working this summer to write several grants for the Wilson Park Master Plan that could add up to almost $3 million. 

 

Andrew and Jill talked about including some Arkansas City history and educational themes within the playground itself. 

 

7. Nelson Sensation Award for June: 

Andrew said the sign was broken and needs to be replaced, so he held off placing it in Bob’s yard until the new sign is here. 

 

8. Yard of the Season / Good Neighbor Awards: 

There were no nominations, other than Peggy’s nomination of 1503 W. Colorado Ave. Andrew said this yard was awarded 

the Yard of the Season last June and the Board members present decided they did not want to repeat that award so soon. 

 

Candace mentioned some recent improvements to the rental house south of her house. It is located at 616 N. First St. 

 

9. Other Miscellaneous Items: 

Andrew mentioned he asked Pam Crain and the CVB to start planning another cleanup event in the parking lot they adopted. 

 

Richard made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Candace seconded it. A voice vote was 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 12:48 p.m. 
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Andrew Lawson

From: Andrew Lawson
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2017 4:07 PM
To: Nickolaus Hernandez
Subject: Beautification budget request

Nick, 
 
This is roughly what was outlined at the last Beautification and Tree Advisory Board meeting, as far as a 2018 budget 
request goes: 
 

 $3,000 — Cleanup day events (to purchase T‐shirts, paint, supplies, food, grabbers, gloves, trash bags, etc., as 
well as pay for advertising) 

o $1,500 — Spring Cleanup Day 
o $1,500 — Fall Cleanup Day 

 $1,000 — Beautification/neighborhood cleanup, plus other event advertising and supply costs (such as 
promotional popcorn buckets for the free movies) 

 $1,000 — Trees and other miscellaneous tree board expenses 

 $800 — Arbor Day supplies and advertising 

 $600 — Food for Board meetings and other miscellaneous meeting expenses 

 $300 — Sponsorship cost for one movie per year (or two half sponsorships per year) 

 $150 — Sign maintenance 
 
Total request for 2018: $6,850 
 
It’s a starting point, at least.   
 
 

Andrew Lawson 
Public Information Officer 
Special Projects Coordinator 
 
City of Arkansas City 
alawson@arkansascityks.gov 
(620) 441‐4415 (voice) 
(620) 441‐0869 (fax) 
 

 
 
“The City of Arkansas City strives to provide a high quality of life for its citizens by furnishing a 
variety of efficient services in a professional, courteous manner.” 
 
This communication constitutes an electronic communication within the meaning of the Electronic Communications Act, 18 USC 2510, and its disclosure 

is strictly limited to the recipient intended by the sender of this message. This communication may contain confidential and privileged material for the 

sole use of the intended recipient and receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient does not constitute loss of the confidential or privileged nature 
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Produced by the City of Arkansas City GIS 
using the best available data to date. 
The City makes no warranty or representation, 
expressed or implied, with respect to the data 
displayed.  December 11, 2013
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CITY OF ARKANSAS CITY 
USE OF CITY PROPERTY 

RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY 

 
 

 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number/Other contact information:______________________________________  

 

Equipment borrowed:______________________________________________________ 

 

1. The City of Arkansas City is in possession of multiple pieces of equipment which 

may be of service to its citizens.  The City of Arkansas City may not maintain or repair 

said equipment, and makes no warranty as to its fitness for a particular purpose, or that it 

has been properly maintained, repaired, or otherwise suitable for any purpose by any 

person.  Should any person wish to use the equipment available, that person should have 

it inspected and/or repaired to ensure it poses no danger or other hazard, and that it is 

suitable for the purpose for which borrower intends to use it. 

 

2. I, the undersigned, HEREBY ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR AND 

RISK OF DANGER, DAMAGE OR DEFECTS in any way resulting from or in any way 

related to the equipment borrowed, whether or not due to the negligence or intentional 

action of the City of Arkansas City, its affiliates, employees, agencies, departments, 

contractors and/or volunteers  (hereafter collectively referred to as “Releasees”).  The 

Releasees make no guarantee or warranty regarding any equipment, and specifically 

disclaims the implied warranty of fitness for a particular purpose. The undersigned 

recognizes and understands that the Releasees would not have lent the equipment unless 

(a) the undersigned requested it, and (b) the undersigned executed this Waiver and 

Release. 

 

3. The undersigned releases, waives, discharges and covenants not to sue the 

Releasees, from any and all liability to the undersigned, and his or her personal 

representatives, assigns, executors, heirs, and next of kin for any and all claims, demands, 

losses or damages of the undersigned on account of any injury, including, but not limited 

to, personal injury sustained or suffered in connection with the equipment.  The 

undersigned further agrees to defend and indemnify Releasees for any claims for damage 

or injury arising out of or in any way related to the undersigned’s use of the equipment. 

 

I have read, understood and agree to this release and waiver of liability. 

 

___________________________________________  _______________   

Borrower’s Signature       Date 



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10154953869683744&set=a.10150203640788744.331864.512023743&type=3





























